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WAXMAN BACKS NEW LAW O SYMNAGOGUE NMD GIURCH VANDALISM

Congressman Henry A. Waxman (D-Ipns Angeles) is currently working for the enact-
ment of a law which would make damage to religious buildinas and their contents a
Federal crime.. The measure would give vandalized synagoques and churches FBI
assistance in solving the crirmes.

Under the Waxman-hacked measure convicted vandals would he subject to a Federal
punishment of up to five years in nrison, a fine of uw to 510,000. or hoth. These
Federal penalties would be imposed in addition to any state punishrent to which the
guilty persons are liable.

Waxman said,

"I am extremely disturbed by acts of vandalism and arson that have occurred in
my own commumnity recently. Synagogues have had Torah Scrolls stolen or desecrated,
damace has been done to synacoque and church structures and both synagocues and
churches have had various sacred cbjects of gold and silver stolen.

"The desecration of a sacred place of worship cannot be measured in terms of
the dollar value of ‘objects taken or the cost of repairs. The very values of our
society are threatened when burglars and arsonists  focus their attention on places
of worship.”

Waxman noted that ritual objects stolen, desecrated or destroyed are very often
irreplaceable because of their anticuity, tremendous sentimental value or unique

religious significance.
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